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Gender and Peer choice

Participant Information Sheet

Main Investigator: Megan Cunningham, School of Sport, Exercise, and Health Sciences, Loughborough University, Loughborough, LE11 3TU. Email: M.Cunningham-12@student.lboro.ac.uk
Supervisor: Dr Gemma Witcomb: School of Sport, Exercise, and Health Sciences, Loughborough University, Loughborough, LE11 3TU. Tel: 01509 223084. Email: G.L.Witcomb@lboro.ac.uk
What is the purpose of the study?
The purpose of this study is to investigate the decisions made by children and their parents regarding choice of friends and what role gender plays in this. 
Who is doing this research and why?

My name is Megan Cunningham and I am an undergraduate psychology student at Loughborough University, supervised by Dr Gemma Witcomb, a Teaching and Research Fellow in psychology. This study is a part of a student research project funded by Loughborough University.
Are there any exclusion criteria?

All children will need to be aged between 5 and 11 years and adult participants must be the parent/legal guardian of the child.
What will I be asked to do?

Participants will be asked to complete a short demographic questionnaire for themselves and their child. Both the parent and child will be asked to look at some illustrations of children and answer questions regarding friend choices. Following this, parents will be asked to complete a final questionnaire on gender roles.

Once I take part, can I change my mind?

Yes, you do not have to take part if you do not wish to do so. If during the study, you wish to stop, you may do so and any data given up to that point will be lost. Once submitted, data can be withdrawn by contacting the researchers, quoting your date of birth. It is important that you give your date of birth when asked on the questionnaire so that your data can be identified for withdrawal, if required. Data can only be withdrawn up to 31st April 2015, after which time the data is aggregated for analysis. If the results of the study are published, data can not be withdrawn from this. All data collected is anonymous.
Will I be required to attend any sessions and where will these be?

No. You will be asked to complete the questionnaire, online, on one occasion which you may do at home.

How long will it take?

It will take approximately 15 minutes to complete the questionnaire for yourself and your child online.
What personal information will be required from me?
You will be asked to provide some basic demographic information (age, ethnicity, gender etc) and also height and weight. You will not be asked your name or address. 
Are their any risks in participating?

Participants will be asked to view illustrated images that depict children with disabilities or who do not conform to traditional gender stereotypes. This may provoke conversation regarding disabilities and gender non-conformity which some people may find uncomfortable.  However this should not cause distress. As the child will be completing the questionnaire with a parent present, the parent can decide if it is suitable for their child to continue.
Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

Yes, no names will be asked throughout the study to maintain confidentiality. Only general information will be required. All data will be stored securely and only the two investigators will have access to this and all data will be destroyed after 10 years.

What will happen to the results of the study?

The results of the study will be used for a dissertation project for Loughborough University and may, if suitable, be submitted for publication in an academic journal.
What do I get for participating?

Results will be available to any participant interested in hearing the outcome of the study. If interested please email Megan Cunningham (M.Cunningham-12@lboro.ac.uk) or Dr Gemma Witcomb (G.L.Witcomb@lboro.ac.uk)
I have some more questions who should I contact?

If you have any more questions please contact Megan Cunningham or Dr Gemma Witcomb on the details at the top of this sheet.

What if I am not happy with how the research was conducted?

If you are not happy with how the research was conducted, please contact Ms Jackie Green, the Secretary for the University’s Ethics Approvals (Human Participants) Sub-Committee:

Ms J Green, Research Office, Hazlerigg Building, Loughborough University, Epinal Way, Loughborough, LE11 3TU.  Tel: 01509 222423.  Email: J.A.Green@lboro.ac.uk
The University has a policy relating to Research Misconduct and Whistle Blowing which is available online at http://www.lboro.ac.uk/admin/committees/ethical/Whistleblowing(2).htm.  

Useful Information

Should you wish to find local information or support on LGBT issues, please go to Leicester LGBT Centre: http://leicesterlgbtcentre.org/news/
If you have found any of the issues raised in this research distressing, please contact The Samaritans: 0116 2700 007
